


“To ask if Orcs ‘are’ Communists is to me as

sensible as asking if Communists are Orcs’’

(Letters, 262). He was especially rankled by

Ake Ohlmarks’s introduction to the 1961

Swedish translation of The Lord of the Rings,

which suggested correspondences between

Sauron and Stalin, or between Mordor and

Russia. ‘‘I utterly repudiate any such

‘reading’, which angers me,’’ Tolkien wrote to

his publishers Allen &

Unwin. (Letters, 307).

(Michael D.C. Drout. J.R.R. Tolkien Encyclopedia_

Scholarship and Critical Assessment. 2007,

Routledge, p. 6)





Wikipedia: “Since the beginning of the Russo-Ukrainian War in 2014,

Ukrainians have used the term as a pejorative for Russian

forces. During the Russian invasion of Ukraine in 2022, Ukrainians

began to massively use the term "orcs" in relation to Russian military

personnel and their war crimes. Al Jazeera

English and Politico included the term as an example of the "new

language of war in Ukraine".



1. There is a long tradition to call the USSR/Russia Mordor.

2. The atrocities of the Russian occupying troops. Nightly shelling of the cities.

Cruelty and contempt even towards each other.

3. Not all Russians are ethnic Slavs, there are such groups as the Chechens (who

resemble Middle Eastern peoples) and the Buryats (Mongoloid people) and

others who behave in a particularly ruthless manner (the Bucha tragedy is

largely blamed on the Buryats).

4. Defilement of the Land.



“Contrary to what one might believe, this

comparison does not date back to 2022. As

far back as 2015, Ukrainian President Petro

Poroshenko used the word "Mordor" to refer

to Putin's concept of a "New Russia," which

incorporates the eastern Ukrainian territories

controlled by pro-Russian separatists into the

Russian Federation. In 2016, Google's

translation tool was hacked to yield

"мордор," Mordor, when translating the word

"Russia" from Ukrainian”.

(Damien Leloup “Ukrainian and Russian Tolkien

fans battle over the legacy of 'The Lord of the

Rings‘”. Le Mond, April 23, 2022 )





Mykolaiv. Information on 19:05, February 28,

2022

Good evening, we are from Ukraine!

Be prepared, the Orcs are coming and

attacking today. A large column of military

vehicles is approaching from two directions.

Men, prepare to fire your weapons and burn

them with whatever you have at hand.

Women, stay at home.

The occupiers get scared when they see

resistance and immediately flee.

Have a good and peaceful night everyone.

Please take care of yourselves.

Let’s “welcome” them!

Art by the Mykolaiv illustrator Nastya

Belaya (at first, she wanted to depict Kim

as an elf but decided on a hobbit – Frodo

in mythril mail shirt)







The European part of

Russia, especially Moscow,

is Gondor and the Asian

part, or Siberia, is Mordor.

This is deeply rooted in the

historical (the Asian part

was conquered in the 17th-

19th centuries and the

indigenous peoples were

subjugated and reduced to

second-class citizens),

social (huge gap in living

standards) and racial (the

Siberian population is very

much of Mongolian type)

realities of this country.





Fanfiction re-writing of LOTRFanfiction re-writing The Silmarillion

In 1999, Kirill Eskov

published a retelling of

Tolkien's under the title

'The Last Ringbearer'.

It follows a group of

Elves, led by Gandalf,

who wage unceasing war

against the peaceful

realm of Sauron;

eventually Sauron

succeeds in defeating

them, destroying their

treacherous magic and

ushering in a new age of

progress and prosperity.

"The Black Book of Arda"

("Черная книга Арды" оr

"ЧКА«, first version -

1990) is one of the

most famous fanfiction

works of the Tolkien

fandom in Russia. The

book's authors are

Natalia Vasilyeva (Elhe

Niennah) and Natalia

Nekrasova (Illet). The

book describes the

events of the first ages

of Arda's history from

the point of view of the

Dark Forces.



"They [here he means the so-called collective West

and Ukraine combined] have insulted us in any

possible way. They have called us all possible

names. Russcists, vatniks, and orcs. The latter is

very symbolic.

Orcs in game worlds are green, toothy, fearless

monsters born by the earth and see no other

purpose than an endless, bloody battle. Perhaps

our enemies have a point. We really haven't seen

anything else. We just haven't had the chance.

Perhaps things could have been different if the

world had been kinder to us. Most importantly, we

have sincerely tried not to be what they thought we

were”.
7 April 2022, 7:23



Almost immediately, the Russian rock band "Nogu svelo", who strongly oppose the war, responded to this performance 

by including a monstrous version of Okhlobystin and his war cry "Goida!" in their new video clip for the song "Anthem of 

the Doomed (Goida, Orcs!)"











“And now, I will show you whence they were preparing the 

attack on Belarus” 





Bayeux Tapestry

Crimean bridge

(08.10.2022)








